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Rustomjee Sheth having been deprived of his sacred thread, etc.,
must be taken from there.
Sodha's batch will honour its pledge.
Biasings from
mohandas
From a photostat of the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: S. N. 4365
161.   IMPORTANCE OF VOWS
If we resolve to do a thing, and are ready even to sacrifice
our lives in the process, we are said to have taken a vow. It is
essential for every person to train himself to keep such vows; one
can strengthen one's power of will by doing so and fit oneself for
greater tasks. One may take easy and simple vows to start with
and follow them with more difficult ones. It seems the negroes
of the Congo have taken such a [simple] vow. For the past three
years, the whites have been trying hard to get the negroes over
there to extract rubber, but they answer that their forefathers had
pledged themselves not to do so. They are, therefore, unable to
go against their plighted word. We shall find several examples in
history of men undergoing great suffering for the sake of a
pledge. To embrace satyagraha amounts to taking a great vow.
Having taken it, one must die rather than forsake it. Such is the
profound import of satyagraha, and it is for this reason that
satyagraha may be said to know no defeat
[From Gujarati]
In£m Opinion, 8-10-1913
162,   LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS1
{johannesburg,]
October 9, 1913
Messrs Medh and other British Indian passive resisters, who
last week served a term of imprisonment at the Fort of Johan-
nesburg, complained that Dr* Visser was unnecessarily and wantonly
1 Has was published along *ri& a letter to the Press dated October 7,
%Kd fry Sartndra B. Mcdh, Firagji K, Desai and Manila! M. Gandhi,
requesting the Editor id write la protest against the brutal treatment to
bad been subjected.

